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Fig. 1.

Scenes of the skit and the comments

1. An infection control doctor, a board-certified infection control pharmacist, an infection control nurse, and community phar-

macists worked out a scenario and enacted it.

2. In this scene, a citizen asks the doctor to prescribe antibiotics for a cold. The skit was comically enacted so as to keep the audi-

ence engaged and effectively disseminate information about this topic.

3. In this scene, a mother asks her son to take leftover antibiotics to combat a cold.

4. The infection control doctor commented on the reasons why antimicrobials are not efficacious in the treatment of a cold.

5. The board-certified infection control pharmacist commented on how antibiotics must be used.
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Table 1. Results of the questionnaire surveys conducted before and after the public lecture/skit enactment

(A) Before
1. Knowledge about the effects of antibiotics Correct (%) Incorrect (%)
a) What kind of medicine do you think antibiotics are?
Killing bacteria or slowing their growth 51 (80) 13 (20)
Killing viruses or slowing their growth 57 (89) 7(11)
b) What diseases do you believe can antibiotics effectively treat?
Common cold 55 (86) 9(14)
Flu 58 (91) 6(9)
2. Knowledge about how to use antibiotics Correct (%) Incorrect (%)
a) I take antibiotics up to the last dose 45 (70) 19 (30)
b) I discard any leftover antibiotics 24 (38) 40 (62)
¢) I consult with the pharmacist if any antibiotics are leftover 1(2) 63 (98)
d) I don't stop taking antibiotics half way through a course, even if I am feeling well 54 (84) 10 (16)
e) I don't take any leftover antibiotics by self-judgment when I am ill 55 (86) 9(14)
f) I don'’t give antibiotics to others if I have any leftover 63 (98) 1(2)
(B) After
1. Knowledge about the effects of antibiotics Correct (%) Incorrect (%)
a) Are antimicrobials necessary for a cold? 62 (97) 2(3)
2. Knowledge about how to use antibiotics Correct (%) Incorrect (%)
a) I take antibiotics up to the last dose 60 (94) 4(6)
b) I discard any leftover antibiotics 35(55) 29 (45)
c¢) I consult with the pharmacist if any antibiotics are leftover 19 (30) 45 (70)
d) I don't stop taking antibiotics half way through a course, even if I am feeling well 64 (100) 0(0)
e) I don't take any leftover antibiotics by self-judgment when I am ill 64 (100) 0(0)
f) I don'’t give antibiotics to others if I have any leftover 64 (100) 0(0)
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Effect of public lecture using a skit to combat antimicrobial resistance
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One of the aims of the National Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) is to disseminate public
awareness and education. However, no efficacious means of education has been established yet and the ef-
fectiveness of such education has also not been investigated. Therefore, we prepared a public lecture us-
ing a skit, designed to combat AMR. Furthermore, a questionnaire survey was conducted before and after
the lecture and the usefulness of the lecture/skit was evaluated.

Participants of the public lecture at the Kyoto Pharmaceutical University in December 2018 were sur-
veyed. We enacted a skit about the pros and cons of using antibiotics to treat a cold. An infection control
doctor and a board-certified infection control pharmacist provided the comments.

The completed questionnaires were collected from 64 participants. The number of participants who pro-
vided correct answers to the questions about the efficacy of antibiotics and their appropriate use in-
creased after the participants watched the skit. A public lecture using a skit might be a useful medium to
illuminate the public on challenging themes, such as AMR.
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