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Table 1. Backgrounds of the departments that responded

Department Gastrointestinal Surgery 126
Surgery 76
Emergency and Critical Care Medicine 17
General Surgery 13
Cardiovascular Surgery
Liver - Gallbladder * Pancreas Surgery 7
Pediatric Surgery 6
Other 21
Management Private (not including Univ. Hosp) 83
Public (not including Univ. Hosp) 78
Univ. Hosp (Private & Public) 73
Other 40
Number of Beds | Less than 200 64
201 ~ 400 beds 85
401 ~ 600 beds 36
601 ~ 800 beds 38
801 ~ 1,000 beds 20
1,001 ~ 1,200 beds 18
Over 1,201 beds 11
unknown 2
Average 489.6
Number of Beds | Less than 20 beds 38
in Department | 90 ~ 40 beds 84
41 ~ 60 beds 89
61 ~ 80 beds 27
81 ~ 100 beds 10
Over 101 beds 10
unknown 16
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Fig. 2.
most department which answered occasional observa-

Observation interval by physicians or nurses. In

tion of patients is conducted by Doctor or Nurse, the
period of observation is over 15 min.
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Table 2. Comments

Responsibility and obligations are limited to hospital. Indus-

try and government should share these concerns. 6
The risk of antimicrobial allergy reactions should be an- 4
nounced to the public.

Lawsuit measures are necessary when an accident occurs. 3

The guideline is based on large hospitals. In small/medium-
sized hospital, manpower is insufficient to follow the| 3
guideline.

The guideline for observation must be practical. 2

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare should make a
notification regarding the discontinuation of the test.

Anaphylaxis shock should be surveyed. 2

The announcement was clear and the possible to discontinue
intracutaneous reaction test can be discontinued.

No problems have occurred since the discontinuation of in-
tracutaneous reaction.
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Discontinuation of intracutaneous reaction test
A questionnaire survey of surgery departments

Junko Sato, Yoshinobu Sumiyama, Jiro Nagao,
Shinya Kusachi, Yoichi Arima, Yuichi Yoshida,
Yoichi Nakamura, Hidenori Tanaka and Ryohei Watanabe

3" Department of Surgery, Toho University School of Medicine,
2-17-6 Ohashi, Meguro-ku, Tokyo, Japan

In Japan, the intracutaneous reaction test has been regarded as mandatory, when any antibiotics is admin-
istered intravenously. The policy is not based on evidence, but on custom. The value of this test to the detec-
tion of anaphylaxis has been questioned, but no evidence suggesting otherwise has been found. In 2003, Japa-
nese Society of Chemotherapy summarized evidence on anaphylaxis associated with the administration of
antibiotics and recommended that the intracutaneous reaction test be abolished. We conducted a question-
naire to collect data on how physicians responded to this change. We sent questionnaire to 527 departments
and received 274 answers. Fifty-four percent of the departments had discontinued or were preparing to stop
using the intracutaneous reaction test, while 18% of them are described still continued to use the test.
Among the departments that hesitated to stop using the test, one of the biggest concerns was how to observe
patients. In the guideline on measure for anaphylaxis as a result of antibiotics use, which were published by
the Japanese Society of Chemotherapy, observation is required during the administration of antibiotics.
Practically, such observation can be difficult, because of staff shortage at many Japanese hospitals. More-
over, some physicians misunderstood that it was not necessary to observe patients, if an intracutaneous reac-
tion test was conducted. The reason for the discontinuation of the test dose not appears to be widely known.
Adverse events caused by anaphylaxis should be surveyed, the guideline should be reassessed, if necessary.



