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The bars of the top of the figure indicate the periods in which the indicated antifungal
drugs were available in Japan.
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Fig. 1.

Incidence of mycosis found in pathological autopsies performed in Japan.

0 %0
100 [J other
90 @ Cryptococcus
%0 Il Aspergillus
B Non-albicans
70 Candida
[l Ccandida spp.
60
50
40
30
20
10
0
First Second Third Fourth Fifth
forum forum forum forum forum
Fig. 2. Relative proportion of subjects in papers presented at past Mycosis Forum
meetings.
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Fig. 3. Mortality rate of patients with aspergillosis.
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Fig. 4. Introduction of antifungal drugs in Japan.
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Fig. 5. Chemical structure of voriconazole and flu-
conazole.
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Development of Voriconazole

Naoki Aikawa

Department of Emergency and Critical Care Medicine, School of Medicine, Keio University,

35 Shinanomachi, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, Japan

Voriconazol&] VRCZO is an azole antifungal agent that was developed to provide high antifungal activity
against fluconazolé& FLCZGresistant Candida, like non-albicans Candida, as well as Aspergillus and Crypto-
coccus. Its pharmacokinetic properties are superior to those of FLCZ, including a high penetration into the cen-
tral nervous system. It is also available as either an intravenous injection or an oral formulation, enabling the
smooth transfer of patients from hospital to outpatient or home treatment and maximizing clinical efficacy and
safety. VRCZ has been available for a wide variety of clinical purposes in Europe and the United States and was
approved in Japan in April 2005.



